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THE SUBWAY FOR AN
ENTIRE MONTH,

\/f\\I/HWEN Y%RERS}_: \/I:I/‘ISSVE\%O To :

E g

INTIMIDATED I AVOIDED M— ‘—
|

(MY FEET WERE
REALLY, REALLY
SORE.)

NOW THE SUBWAY |E — EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE, AN EXPRESS AND A

'S ONE OF My / TOCAL TRAIN WILL LERVE THE STATION AT
FAVORITE THINGS THE SAME T]ME) AND THE TRAINS WILL
AROQUT THE CITY. TRAVEL. SIDE -BY- SIDE, '

~

IF THE WINDOWS LINE UP, YOU'LL
BE ABLE TO SEE DIRECTLY
INTO THE OTHER TRAIN.




=11

f | 11— 1 1w [ |
FOR A BRIEF MOMENT-- [1 |M —-IT'S AS IF THE PEOPLE 1 [l --AND YOU'RE CATCHING
: I IN THE OTHER TRAIN WERE UP ON YEARS OF SORROW
r\\\\ OLD FRIENDS -- AND  Jov.

| g RSN T 1\
AND THEN YOUR TRAIN SLOWS
DOWN FOR THE NEXT STOP, AND
THE EXPRESS KEEPS ON GOING--

O\ NN\ N

--AND THEN THEY'RE
GONE, FOREVER.
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LOOK WHO
FINALLY
SHOWED UP!
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--JUST WHY T ¢
DO YOU SHOW UP
LATE ALL THE

TIME , DAN?

==(JM, L
DON'T REALLY
KNOW.
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sil® Do NOT WRITE
N THIS SPALE

)

WELL, YOURE
LUCKY THEY
Al HAVEN'T FIRED
it - YoU YET.
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EXCUSE ME, IS
THIS "SPOT TAKEN?

NOPE! IT'S
TOTALLY FREE.

T'LL BE MODERATING
DISCUSSION OF HE
BODY OF WORK.

FROM HER LATEST Boj
--WELCOME YOU ALL

TO OUR SCHEDULED BOOK
READING AND  QUESTION ~ AND-

ANSWER SESSION WITH §
JHUMPA  LAHIR].
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PO ALL YOUR STORIES

MS. LAHIRE, WHY

SEEM TO DEAL
WITH INDIANS?

UH--1S IT ME OR
IS THIS GUY THE
WORST MODERATOR EVER? -
IT'S LIKE HE HASN'T
EVEN READ ANY OF
HER BOOKS!

--BUT DON'T YOU
FEEL PIGEONHOLED?

o

YEAH, WORST
MODERATOR IN
THE HISTORY OF
MODERATION.

]

YOU'D THINK A
PLACE LIKE THIS
COULD GET A
BETTER MODERATOR,

YEAH, T THINK
I'D DO A BETTER

T'M DAN,
BY THE WAY.

B
Nl

ERIN.
NICE TO
MEET YOu.

JOB, AND T'M
BARELY LITERATE!
(G 2
A

NN :

\\\\wl x4
\\ :
\

P

7,

\ \i; i;ﬁ\ v >
BN e,
PN e
NN W w il N % A ——

=

«' & S
W \ SN N\ \\
\ ‘ > RN
\ f \. \ T 2

\ \\‘ \ M K W W\ »‘\;-

A\ N £ N\ - WA

AN ,t*:i \\\{ \) 7 \
A P . AN D
P~ :

1\
PART OF ME
WANTS TO PUNCH

THIS MODERATOR GUY.
IS THAT WRONG?
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--THAT CAN'T

BE TRUE!

YOU'RE LYING!

NO,
! |

IT'S TRUE: T SWEAR I READ

ABOUT IT IN SCROOL.

IT'S CALLED THE

/ 7 %

“MCKINLEY EFFECT.)

[ //7 )

PRESIDENT MCKINLEY WAS
TAKING A TOUR OF SOME FARM,
AND HE NOTICED THAT THERE'S
ONLY ONE ROOSTER FQR HOWEVER
MANY HENS THERE ARE. SO MCKINLEY
WONDERED, “HOW CAN ONE ROOSTER

PLEASE SO MANY HENS 2"
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S0 MCKINLEY
THEN ORDERED
SOME GOVERNMENT
SCIENTISTS TO
STUDY REFRACTORY
PERIODS, OR THE
AMOUNT OF TIME
REQUIRED BEFORE
MEN CAN HAVE AN

ERECTION AGAIN  [§
AFTER SEX. ‘
‘ ).:

AND THESE SCIENTISTS
FOUND THAT |F MEN WERE
EXPOSED TO A NEW PARTNER
IMMEDIATELY AFTER ORGASMING,
THE REFRACTORY PERIOD
WOULD DISAPPEAR!

SO-- YOURE
SAYING MEN CAN
HAVE MULTIPLE

ORGASMS AS BUT IT'S AN AWESOME
LONG AS IT’S STORY ANYWAY,
WITH A
DIFFERENT

WOMAN
EACH TIME?

EXACTLY !

YOU KNOW, T THINK
SOME GUY JUST MADE
THAT UP TO GET TWO

WOMEN TO TOUCH HIS PEN}S,
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OH.IT'S TEN
ALREADY-- T NEED
TO GET GOING--

WELL, IT

WAS NICE

MEETING

YOu, DAN--

WOULD - You,
UH, WANT TO
GET DINNER
SOMETIME?

GIVE ME A CALL.
WE'LL GO TO THIS GREAT -
PIZZA PLACE T KNOW. -
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MET A GIRL
TON|GHT...
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I'M PROUD OF YoU,
BUD! SEE WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN YOU
GET OUT OF THE
APARTMENT LIKE
T TOoLd You?

YA

R

I'M GONNA
GO DRAW IN

YEAH, IT
WAS -- IT WAS
OKAY.

} OKAY, BUD.’
T SEE YOU




ONE WEEK LATER.
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SO WHERE
ARE YOU
FROM?
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I GREW UP IN MONTANA, BUT T WENT
r'«r\?s ESLC;IOP(‘)PI‘_ IN PgRTLANDA AND CONSIDER
OREGON|AN AT HEART. PORT 'S

SUCH A GREAT CITY --IN F%CT,THTP'SRA;&ANDS
INCONTROVERTIBLE TRUTH THAT PORTLAND
IS THE GREATEST CITY [N THE WORLD. AND
ANYONE WHO DISAGREES HAS NEVER '

BEEN THERE OR IS LYING.
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WOW--T- |
COMMEND YOUR L)
OPEN-MINDEDNESS !
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IT'S JUST THE
TRUTH! KA. HOW
ABOUT YOU, WHERE
ARE YOU FROM?

[

|

INDIANA,
INDIANAPQLLS,
TO BE EXACT.
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HA, IT'S GOT ITS
CHARMS -- LIKE LOTS
OF CORN, LOTS OF
BASKETBALL, AND THE
FORMER HEADQUARTERS
OF THE KU KLUX KLAN!
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T WORK AT A CAFE,
THE GRIND, T'™M PRETTY SURE
90% OF MY COWORKERS ARE
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, THE

HEALTH DEPARTMENT IS

PROBABLY GOING TO

CLOSE IT SOON, AND
MY PAYCHECK CONSISTS OF
$20 BILLS IN AN ENVELOPE,

BUT AT LEAST
IT'S TAX-FREE!

HOW ABOUT

I WORK FOR OMR ACA®-

SERVICES. BASICALLY, I FOLD
SCANTRON SHEETS ALL DAY

AND SEND THEM OUT TO
DIFFERENT SCHOOLy

WOW, You m

THE MIND-NUMBING
CATEGORY, AT LEAST.

T KIND OF LIKE THAT,
ACTUALLY-- IT'S JUST
MY DAY JO0B. T'M
REALLY AN ARTIST--
A PAINTER.

NOTHING SO
GLAMOROUS !




T ? --BUT THIS JOBS NO--UH, PEOPLE
S O e SONETHNC o TioE Mz col o HEST
f ER UNTIL T FIGURE IT

YOUR LIFE GOAL? E NEW YORK IN THE WAY
MOST PEOPLE DoO. T
DIDN'T MOVE HERE TO
FULFILL SOME FANTASY

ABOUT BEING A
WRITER IN NEW YORK.

OUT, YOU KNOW?

s e ey
0 P
ARE. T STUDIED ENGLISH ASTRING  EOHCMIAN
IN"SCHOOL. T DON'T KNOW CITY, HM?
F T WANT To WRITE OR ) A
WORK, IN PUBLISHING--

SO WE'RE BOTH
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RAYMOND CARVER RAYMOND CARVER 1T RAYMOND
: CARVER
WHERE I'M CALLING FROM WHERE I'M CALLING FROM WHERE VM CALLNG FROM
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NEEDED TO
GET AWAY.
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-~ S50 EACH INDIVIDUAL
PAINTING ONLY CONTAINS
ONE PART OF THE STOKY
THEY'RE SNAPSHOTS.
BUT EACH SUBSEQUENT
PAINTING ALTERS HOwW
WE INTERPRET ALL
THE PRECEPING
PAINTINGS.

--I1S THAT T0O —!‘g
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BUT I PREFER

PRETENTIOUS ART, ANYWAY,
IF A PIECE OF ART DOESN'T
AT LEAST HAVE SOME
TRACE OF AMBITION,
wWHY AM T
LLOOKING AT IT?
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SO 1T THINK
YOU SHOULD
DATE ME.

--T DONT THINK THAT'D
BE A GOOD IPEA. UH--T
JUST BROKE UP WITH THIS CLINGY
GUY I WAS SEEING FOR TWO YEARS,
AND T'M SORT OF TAKING A BREAK
FROM DATING ANYONE, YOU KNOW?
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BUT YOU'RE A GREAT
GUY, DAN, AND T'D LOVE TO
SPEND MORE TIME WITH YO,
SINCE T BARELY KNOW
ANYONE IN THE CITY.

SO I'D LOVE
IT IF WE COULD
BE FRIENDS?




CAN'T WE JUST
SKIP THAT AND
GO STRAIGHT TO
BEING FRIENDS?

LISTEN--

MY DAD DIED
ABOUT TwWO YEARS
AGO, AND MY
LIFE'S BEEN KIND
OF WE|RD EVER
SINCE.

MAVYBE - -

T

WEIRD FOR ‘ W

A WHILE. N
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ALL MY FRIENDS ABANDONED ME

AFTER MY DAD DIED, AND T
SPENT THE NEXT YEAR OR TWO

ALONE. WHEN T FIRST MOVED
HERE, T WAS SUICIDAL.

AND T WASN'T JUST
VAGUELY CONTEMPLATING

KILLING MYSELF --

i ’ -

WHEN SHOULD I JUuMp?
WOULD ANYONE STOP
ME? HOW CouLd I
AVOID WASHING UP
ONSHORE 7

M| NEW YORK WAS MY LAST

N RESORT.
FIND AN APARTMENT AND [

A JOB, JUMPING WAS ALL
I HAD LEFT.

--I WAS FIGURING
QUT THE LOGISTICS
OF JUMPING OFF THE
BROOKLYN BRIDGE.

IF T DIDN'T
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I'M JUST NOW GETTING
OUT OF MY DEPRESSION.
I'D LIKE TO HANG OUT WITH
YOU, BUT I DON'T KNOW WHAT
T COULD GIVE YOu.

RTEVER
W - HONESTLY,
YOU CAN GIVE. . fls I WOULDNT
/ MAKE A GOOD
GIRLFRIEND.
I PROBABLY
TREAT MY
FRIENDS
BETTER THAN
MY BOYFRIEND
ANYWAY, DAN.
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